Pastor Steven Olson





Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
February 19, 2012

“Grace, mercy and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.”
2 Kings 2:1-12a

We have a grandfather clock in our dining room because my parents wanted us to have it when they died. They marked our name on the back of the clock some years ago so now we have it. There are other things they had marked for me or my sister and they wanted each of us to have them for particular reasons. But you know there was something they left us that much more precious than old dishes, clocks or furniture. They left us the “heritage of faith.” Everyone has a legacy they would like to pass on to their children when they leave this world. Too often we think of shallow things like material possessions. A more important legacy to leave our children and our community is the opportunity to become the “chariots and horsemen of Israel!” 


Now that might sound strange to you. But if we could impress on those we love the importance of the means of grace, they would be equipped to unleash the power of God for salvation whenever they use the gospel. Now that is something of value! The means by which Christians can defend themselves against all evil and the means by which we can spread the news of Jesus Christ is the gospel. Maybe we should be more vocal to those we love that we desire for them to become the “chariots and horsemen of Israel.” And when we leave this world may the people we love be like Elisha eager and ready to take the gospel of Christ with them wherever they go. To that end, let us consider the word of God today under the theme:

A Christian Does Leave a Legacy

1. Our disciples walk with us

2. Our disciples carry on the work after us


There are only two people in the history of the world who left this life without dying. One of them was Enoch, the father of Methuselah. The Bible tells us that God took him directly to heaven at the age of 365 without dying. The other is the prophet Elijah. Neither earned this privilege, but both were granted this entrance into glory by God’s grace. Elijah had lived during that difficult time of Israel’s history when the most spiritually bankrupt king of all was sitting on the throne. His wife was just as wicked. They had called Elijah the “troubler” of Israel. They legalized adultery and glorified sexual immorality. They introduced human sacrifice to the heathen God Baal. Israel was rotting from within. There was a time not long before this when Elijah hid in a cave and hoped to die. God revived him for the work at hand and he continued serving the Lord until the Lord decided to bring him home to heaven. 


Our world is in many ways is as evil as was Elijah’s. Watch the news on any night and you will see that people have little regard for human life. They will sacrifice lives just to get attention – to get on TV! Our society has taken the filth of sexual immorality and colored it beautiful. Liars strive to silence the gentle whisper of the gospel by telling people what they want to hear instead of telling them what the Lord says. During these sin filled days it is even more important that we embrace the legacy of faith.

In a manner unknown to us, God had revealed to Elijah and Elisha that the time had come for Elijah to leave this world. While God has not shared such information with us, he has urged us repeatedly to prepare for our departure. Apparently, Elijah prepared to walk the final steps of his earthly life alone, but Elisha would have none of that. Again and again he took an oath, much like the one Ruth made to Naomi, never to leave his side. “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.” (Ru1:16) As the end of our earthly life approaches, our loved ones need our comforting presence as much as we need their presence. Christ was deprived of that in Gethsemane. We need not be!


So in a manner of speaking God was testing Elisha’s faith. Elijah made a farewell tour of the “schools of the prophets” in Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho. These appear to be a type of seminary started many years prior by Samuel. These students too seemed to know that Elijah’s departure was imminent. At each location the students and Elijah compelled Elisha to stay behind. But Elisha grew more and more determined to walk with Elijah. Perhaps he knew that he had to continue the work of Elijah and he was determined not to lose his spiritual birthright. He would follow Elijah to the end.

Our disciples walk with us. We are told that 50 of these students followed and watched Elijah and Elisha come to the banks of the Jordan River. They watched Elijah take off his cloak, roll it up and strike the water. They watched the water divide and the two men walk on through the river on dry ground. From the rest of the story we learn that these prophets saw Elijah disappear. They saw Elisha assume Elijah’s roll. It was good for them to be there. They saw God choose a successor for Elijah and they were all witnesses of the fact.


Our world views the end of life as a horrible thing. Here we see the glory of leaving the church on earth to dwell in the church triumphant in heaven. If we would have the courage to walk with our Christian leaders to the threshold of death itself we can see the joy of entering into heaven’s glory for the sake of Jesus Christ. He has destroyed the power of death and given us a home in heaven through his glorious resurrection from the dead. If we have the courage to walk with our brothers and sisters in Christ to the end, if we listen to their words of encouragement from the gospel, perhaps we can look past the horrible effects of sin and see the Christian’s victory over death for Jesus’ sake. Then we are ready to carry on the work.

Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” What Elisha would ask for would be beyond Elijah’s ability to give. Elisha would ask Elijah to make him his spiritual firstborn. The eldest son in a Hebrew family received a double portion of the inheritance so that he could care for the family in the absence of the head of the household. Although there were other students of Elijah in those days, Elisha asked to be recognized and equipped as the true successor to Elijah’s spiritual office. Surely, Elisha must have known that only God could grant such a request. 


Elijah had been a bold and zealous confessor of the truth. Elisha wanted to have that kind of courage to face the world. Elisha needed God to transform him, strengthen him, empower him to battle against sin and remain faithful. It is a fitting request for any child of God.


“As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind.” Elisha was separated from his mentor by firey horses and a firey chariot. God took Elijah to heaven in a whirlwind. What a glorious way in which the angels of God gather believers to eternal glory! Jesus promised us to that on the last day he would come accompanied by his angels to gather his believers to himself. What a comfort it must have been for Elisha as he would wait for his own escort to heaven.

A Christian does leave a legacy. Elisha cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” Only by grace did Elijah enter heaven in this manner. Only by grace will you and I enter heaven’s glory too. This man of God had been a spiritual father to Elisha. Elisha was the richer for having known him. “The chariots and horsemen of Israel” is a reference to Elijah. This same designation was given to Elisha at his departure. 


Israel’s greatest defense against their enemies both spiritual and temporal comes from the man of God who confidently proclaims the word of God. Jesus said that you are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world. You are the messengers of God. You are the chariots and horsemen of Israel. You do have a message to proclaim and we do wonder sometimes whether or not we have the “stuff” necessary to get the job done. Elisha was privileged to receive the cloak of Elijah after he had been taken up. He too struck the waters of the Jordan and they parted for him. He would go on to be the great miracle worker of the Old Testament so that all people might know that God’s Word is true. 


Imagine how different things might have been had Elisha chosen not to go the distance with Elijah. Consider the encouragement he would have lost. Imagine what the lives of Peter, James, and John would have been like had they not been permitted on the mountain that day Jesus was transformed before them. The transfiguration showed them Jesus’ glory and gave them courage to confess Christ clearly. 


You have an opportunity to leave a legacy for those who come after you. Let us take seriously our responsibility to point others to Christ and let us listen attentively to those who would turn our eyes toward Christ. There we receive a legacy far greater than a clock, some old dishes or antique furniture! In Christ we have an inheritance “kept in heave for us that can never perish, spoil or fade!” Enjoy the gospel and pass it on to others! Amen.

